Mark Your Calendar: The Highest-Risk Election Dates

Know what to be on alert for during each phase of the 2024-25 U.S. general election season.

Election Threat Level Timeline
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DATES VARY BY STATE
Early and Mail-in Voting

Voters in most states can vote early using mail-in ballots or
in person. Mail-in ballots are sent to voters who can return
them until a specified deadline, often Election Day. In addition,
46 states and five territories allow voters to vote at designated

locations. Finally, 39 states and one territory allow officials to

begin processing mail-in ballots (i.e., signature verification)
before Election Day, but not tallying them.

Election Day

Threats to Watch for

—~ Spikes in misinformation about mail-in voting, including
eligibility requirements, registration deadlines, security
breaches (i.e., ballot drop stuffing), ballot processing, or
drop hoxes.

- Confusion or innocuous mistakes in mail-in ballot delivery
(i.e., incorrect address or multiple ballots delivered) leading

to misinformation or claims of election fraud, despite
administrative guardrails in place to prevent double-voting.
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Confusion or innocuous mistakes with voting machines
causing claims of election fraud, despite redundancy .
measures in place to anticipate malfunctions or mistakes.

Unlawful monitoring of drop boxes or early voting
locations, including by armed groups, causing voter
intimidation or violence.

Intimidation, threats, or violence against election workers.
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Election Day

Election Day marks the final day for in-person voting and
deadline for mail-in ballots to be returned or postmarked
across all states and territories except one. Most states begin

tallying mail-in ballots on Election Day, but prohibit releasing
results before polls close.

Threats to Watch for

- Spikes in misinformation around in-person voting,
including polling locations, voting equipment, and
requirements to vote.

-~ Confusion or administrative mistakes with veting machines

causing claims of election fraud, despite redundancy .
measures in place to anticipate malfunctions or mistakes.

Unlawful monitoring, threats, or violence targeting polling

locations, including intimidation by poll watchers.

Intimidation, threats, or violence against election workers.


https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/early-in-person-voting
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/table-16-when-absentee-mail-ballot-processing-and-counting-can-begin
https://apnews.com/article/ballot-drop-boxes-voter-fraud-conspiracies-af4751d78f87c8f5aeefc5daa2b1f6a9
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-absentee-ballot-drop-boxes-evers-7a9a884a31686c9e42125a08aa73f5d8
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/29/politics/brooklyn-absentee-ballot-printing-error/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/va-politics/virginia-voters-receive-duplicate-ballots/2020/09/25/2e9e52bc-ff51-11ea-9ceb-061d646d9c67_story.html
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/voting/early-in-person-voting#:~:text=Each%20early%20voting,does%20not%20count.
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/03/message-karen-brinson-bell-nc-voters
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2020/10/13/technical-glitch-causes-widespread-early-voting-delays-in-fort-bend/
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://protectdemocracy.org/work/league-of-women-voters-of-arizona-vs-lions-of-liberty-llc-et-al/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/10/20/california-ballot-box-arson/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/local-election-officials-survey-may-2024
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/table-11-receipt-and-postmark-deadlines-for-absentee-mail-ballots
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/table-16-when-absentee-mail-ballot-processing-and-counting-can-begin
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-social-media-misinformation-7a17f398bbff08ef09b427cbe1ef125b
https://azmirror.com/2023/04/10/maricopa-county-election-investigation-ballots-were-too-long-paper-too-heavy-for-printers/
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/11/07/voting-discrimination-lawsuit-beaumont/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2022/11/08/election-day-disinformation/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/local-election-officials-survey-may-2024

m DATES AND PROCESSES VARY BY STATE

Threats to Watch for

Tabulation and Certification - Early reporting on in-process counts giving the impression - Threats or violence directed at county or state officials
of a red or blue mirage, depending on the order in which responsible for certification.

Ballots are counted (or “c ) at the county then state mail-in ballots are counted. . . L

level. If margins are narrow, r ts may be requested or > Threats or violence at ballot counting facllitles (e.g., an

triggered. County canvassess oceur one to two weeks after - Premature or differing calls of results by news outlets escalation of p ts at facilities).

Election Day followed by statewide canvasses within three ;afxslng confusu;n oLranmflcl)rmann, p'_‘:ol';lto official resul:;s -> County or state officials’ refusal to certify election results

weeks of Election Day. eing announced, which will not be available or announce causing a delay that results in a state’s failure to certify by
on Election Day. th ECRA dated deadli

County and state results are then certified two to three weeks . . o ) e new mmancatec ceacine.

after Election Day. Once results are certified, a state executive > Del.ay.s n ball(.>t counting resultmg In misinformation

issues a certificate of ascertainment, appointing the state’s claiming election fraud or corruption of the count.

electoral voters for President and Vice President. States must - Spikes in misinformation regarding ballot tampering,

issue these by December 11 to comply with a new deadline destruction, or replacement, despite robust :

under the Electoral Count Reform Act of 2022. guardrails in place.

pEc17 4 Threats to Watch for

State E|ectors Convene - Coercion or violence targeting state electors that prevents - Threats or violence targeting state electors’ convenings
their attending state convenings or faithfully casting votes that impedes or prevents proceedings. In many states, the

On “the first Tuesday after the second Wednesday in December,” in accordance with their state’s results. law dictates the exact time and location where electors

state electors convene to vote for President and Vice President. must meet. Convenings are often at state capitols, which

They have until December 25 to transmit their votes to the U.S. have increasingly become targets of violence.

Archivist, who must transmit them to Congress by January 3.

Threats to Watch for

Congress Convenes - Threats or violence directed at Members of Congress or - Parliamentary actions or inaction could interfere with
the U.S. Capitol imperiling or disrupting the Congressional Congress’ certifying the electoral vote count.

The newly elected Congress is sworn into office on January 3 ; ; i
counting of electoral votes, preventing the formal election -~ If Congress fails to confirm a President and Vice President

and counts electoral votes on January 6.

of President or Vice President.

on January 6, a contentious succession process would
ensue with risks of legal uncertainties and misinformation.

Inauguration Day

The sitting President and Vice President’s terms end and
the President-elect and Vice President-elect are sworn in.

Threats to Watch for

- Threats or violence endangering the public ceremony at the
U.S. Capitol for the swearing-in. Incitement or extremist
mobilization targeting the ceremony may transpire in days
leading up to Inauguration.

For analysis of key developments in the 2024

election’s administration, see the National Task



https://protectdemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/UPDATED-Protect-Democracy-ECRA-Explainer-12.23-1.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-coronavirus-pandemic-oregon-elections-idaho-688fc8894f44992487bb6ee45e9abd77
https://apnews.com/article/jan-6-capitol-riot-gun-arrest-6c626e624d0025b1e14eb9a1c22a1730
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/canvass-deadlines
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/election-recounts
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/election-certification-deadlines
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4573/text
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN2771C4/
https://www.cnn.com/business/live-news/election-2020-misinformation/h_a6f9f4db41324634af5cda8e5f252fab
https://www.cnn.com/business/live-news/election-2020-misinformation/h_a6f9f4db41324634af5cda8e5f252fab
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/rumor-vs-reality
https://apnews.com/general-news-2b9d16a6f2519ce3f49ba718ff5d8706
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2022/11/08/election-day-disinformation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/11/05/arizona-election-protest-votes/
https://www.propublica.org/article/election-officials-refused-certify-results-few-held-accountable
https://protectdemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/UPDATED-Protect-Democracy-ECRA-Explainer-12.23-1.pdf
https://electiontaskforce.org/elections-dashboard/

