
California 2026 
Election Calendar

Voting Period

Counting & Certification

Voter  
Registration 

Deadline

Online and by mail


Same-day in-person 
registration available  

at voting locations

Ballots Begin 
Being Mailed


Counties must complete 
mailing within 5 days1 

and overseas ballots go 
out by Sept. 19

Election Day

Same-day in-person 
registration available

Most Ballots 
Counted


Counties must release 
results except for late-

arriving ballots and 
signature cures2

Certification 

Secretary of State 
issues a Certificate of 

Election4

Certification is mandatory by this 
date though a recount can change 

the result afterward.
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Early Voting 
Begins

Early Voting  
Ends

Mail Ballot  
Receipt Deadline

Must be postmarked  

by Election Day

County Canvass 
Deadline


All counties must 
complete and validate 

ballot counting3

120th Congress 
Convenes


Newly-elected members 
are officially sworn in 

Election Code Statutes

§ 3000.5 §§ 15501(b), 
15503, and 
15504

AB 5, 2025

§ 15372 and  
§ 15375


