
Iowa 2026 
Election Calendar

Voting Period

Counting & Certification

Recounts & Post-Certification

Voter  
Registration 

Deadline

Online and by mail


Same-day registration 
available on Nov. 3

Mail Ballot 
Request Deadline

Election Day

Same-day in-person 
registration available


Mail ballots must be 
received by 8:00pm

Certification 

State Board certifies the 
canvass and Governor 
issues a Certificate of 

Election2

For congressional races, filing an 
election contest could delay the 
issue of a Certificate of Election.

Deadline to 
Conclude Contest

Contests delay a race’s 

certification and appeals 
have no deadline.4
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Early Voting 
Begins

Early Voting  
Ends

County Canvass 
Deadline


All counties must 
complete and validate 

ballot counting1

Deadline to 
Contest Results3

120th Congress 
Convenes


Newly-elected members 
are officially sworn in 

Election Code Statutes

§ 50.24(1) § 60.4

§§ 50.38  
and 50.43

§ 60.5


