
Maine 2026 
Election Calendar

Voting Period

Counting & Certification

Recounts & Post-Certification

Ballots Begin 
Being Mailed

Online Voter 
Registration 

Deadline

Online and by mail


Same-day voter 
registration in person 

available through 
Election Day

Mail Ballot 
Request Deadline

Election Day

Same-day in-person 
registration available


Absentee ballots are available 
through Election Day


Mail ballots must be  
received by 8:00pm

Certification 

Secretary of State tabulates 
and the Governor signs a 

Certificate of Election3

A recount has no completion 
deadline and delays the Certificate 

of Election, though historically it 
finishes before certification begins.

120th Congress 
Convenes


Newly-elected members 
are officially sworn in 

oct 

5
oct 

13
oct 

29
NOV 

2
NOV 

3
NOV 

5
NOV 

10
nov 

23 ? JAN 

3

In-Person 
Absentee 

Voting Begins

In-Person 
Absentee 

Voting Ends

Overseas Ballot 
Request Deadline

Overseas and military 

voters may register and 
request by noon

Municipal  
Returns Filed


Town clerks file returns 
with the Secretary  

of State1

Recount Request 
Deadline

Any losing  

candidate may  
request a recount2

Estimated Recount 
Completion


No completion deadline 
in statute4

Election Code Statutes

T it. 21-A § 711 T it. 21-A §§ 722, 724

T it. 21-A § 737-A T it. 21-A § 722


