
Washington 2026 
Election Calendar

Voting Period

Counting & Certification

Recounts & Post-Certification

Ballots Begin 
Being Mailed

Counties mail a 
ballot to every 

registered voter

Voter  
Registration 

Deadline

Online and by mail


In-person registration 
available through  

Nov. 3

Election Day

Ballots must be 
postmarked by Election 

Day or received by 
8:00pm

Certification 

Secretary of State 
certifies the canvass3

Certification is mandatory; 
if a county board refuses, 

the Secretary of State 
certifies instead.

Deadline to 
Contest Results


Any elector may 
contest the results5

120th Congress 
Convenes


Newly-elected members 
are officially sworn in 

oct 

16
oct 

26
NOV 

3
NOV 

23
NOV 

24
DEC 

3
DEC 

5
DEC 

13 ? JAN 

3

Voting Period

Mail Ballot 
Receipt Deadline

Must be postmarked  

by Election Day1

County Canvass 
Deadline


All counties must 
complete and validate 

ballot counting2

Recount Request 
Deadline


Any candidate may request 
a recount. Automatic if 
margin is under 2,000 

votes and 0.5%4

Certificate of 
Election Issued


Governor issues 
certificates to those 
elected to Congress6

Election Code Statutes

RC W § 29A.40.110(3) RC W §§ 29A.64.011, 29A.64.021

RC W § 29A.60.190 RC W § 29A.68.013

RC W § 29A.60.250 RC W § 29A.52.370


